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" tainted with Liberalism/5 and wrote a letter to the news-
papers expressing the hope that no one would be induced to
vote for Edward Carson in the false belief of any relationship
between the candidate and Joseph Carson. Edward Carson
replied that he was glad the Vice-Provost had taken this
course, as otherwise in his own interests he would have had
to make clear to the public that he was no kinsman to Joseph
Carson. The contest was almost one between the Bench of
Bishops and the Queen's Bench. Among the voters, all the
bishops were on Lowry's committee, while all the Queen's
Counsel, except one who was the Colonel's brother-in-law,
supported Carson. The ballot-box had not yet been intro-
duced into the academic atmosphere, and voting was by
show of hands. It can well be imagined that these Parlia-
mentary elections were made the most of by members of the
University. Carson liked it, as all through his life he enjoyed
" a good rag." The candidates had to appear in academic
dress on the hustings and to show cause by speeches why they
should be elected, but the undergraduates made such a
deafening tumult that it was impossible to be heard. The
result of the poll was, however, an easy victory for " Coercion
Carson," already rather a hero for personal if not for political
reasons at his old University. The poor Colonel, while
Carson had been draped in the full glory of the dress of a
Master of Arts, had been forced to appear in an under-
graduate's gown, since he had won no degree. The result
of the poll was : Right Hon. D. R. Plunkett, Q.C., 2,188 ;
E. H. Carson, Q.C., 13609 5 Colonel J. G. Lowry, 897.
He was the first Liberal ever to be elected to the British
Parliament by Dublin University since the union. Immedi-
ately after the election Carson went out to Vice-Regal Lodge
to attend a reception after the wedding of the Lord Lieu-
tenant's daughter as the newly elected member for the
University, He met there Archbishop Alexander, the Primate
of Ireland, who had taken a strong and leading part against
Carson in the election ; but his gentle and charming wife,
the writer of many hymns, came up to him at Vice-Regal
Lodge and said, ce But / was on your side all the time, Mr.
Carson,"